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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION TO SECSTATEs INFO CAIRO, TEL! AVIV,
USUN NEW YORK, MAY 19, 1969 FROM AMMAN REPEATED TO. YOU:

QUOTE:'S € C R E T AMMAN 2320
EXDIS

SUBJ1 DISCUSSION OF CURRENT ARAB<ISRAEL SITUATIGN WITH
KING HUSSEIN

REFt STATE 278999

1o RECALLING ] HAD EXPRESSED T0O HIM UNDER [NSTRUCTIONS ON MAY &
OLUR DEEP CONCERN ARQUT THE HEJGHTENED FREGUENCY aND INTENSITY OF
ARAB«ISRAEL IN”IDENTS; i BRIEFED KING HUSSEIN ON YMAY |9 ON WHAT
WE HMAD BEEN DOING WITH THE AR AND, ISRAEl TO TRy 7O DEFUSE THE
SITUATION AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THFERF CDULD BE alL80 A
COQLING OF THE SITUATION BETWEEN JORDAN AND [SRAELW

2+ DRAWING ON REFTEL AND OTHER APPROPRIATE MESSAGESs INCLUDING
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CAIRO 1237, 1 TOLD. WUSSEIN E BELIEVE & CALM: 81TUATION ALONG

THE. CEASEFIRE LINES 1S ESSENTIALI YO THE SUCCESS oF| CYRRENT £FFORTS
T0: ACKLEVR. o PEACEFULISETTLEMENT WE HRE STREBSED TORTHE UAR

THAT SUCHi A CALMIND WOULD NRT CGMPROMISE: THE! ARAB POBITION IN

ANY' WAY. BOTH YHE' YBRAELIS AND THE! EGYPTIANE MAVE! INDICATED TO

YS THEY' ARE. "INTEREBTED! IN COOLING THE STTUATICNs WE. FEELY
HOWEVER, JHAT UNLEBS THESE $TATEMENTS of INTEREGT CANWBE
TRANSLATED! INTO ACTUAL: RESTRAINT ON THE GROUNB! THERER IS’ A PROSPECT
THE: STTUAYTON WILL. GET QUT BF HAND® 1 NOTED ﬂE'NgRE"aRTICULﬁRLY
CONCERNED: BY PUBLISHED UN REPORYS INDICATING' THAT M3BT INCIDENTS
ALONG' THE CANAL ARE'BEING INITIATEO BY THE; EGYPTIANSs MOREQVER,

WE HAVE INDICATIONS THAT THE ISRAELIS WERE: REACHING A POINT WHERE
THEY WOULR NOT TOLERATE THE CONTINUAL BaSuALFIES ON THAT CANAL
FRONT» | SAID WE( HAD SUGGESTED 70 THE: SOVIETS¥THAY rﬁsv SHOULD
BPEAK' TO' YHE UAR AND ALBO HAD TBLD THEI BRITIAW TRAT KE HOPED THEY
WOULD:'JOIN/ IN OUR COUNBELS @F REBTRAINTY

N
Y

3v 1 THEN MENTIONED PRIMIN BIFA['S DEMARCKE ¥0 THE! FOUR
AMBABSADORS ONi MAY 127 (AMMAN 2248)e AFTER! APPRORRIATELY STRESSING
THAT WE DD NOT CONDONE ANY TSRAGL! REPRISALE AGAINST,JORDAN, I
SAID WE NEVERTHELESS BELIENE AFTER ALLi 1S SAYD aNDI DBNE! THAT THE
ROQT CAUSE OF THE! PRESENT TROUBLES BETWEEN JORDAN AND' {SRAELi IS
THE CONTINUED FEDAYEEN ATTACKS, ESPECIALLY THOBE| ON THE ISRAEL]
SETTLEMENTS IN/ TWEI BETSAN AREAs WE) THEREFORE! HOREDI A MAJOR! EFFORT
COULD! BE: MADE' BY :JORDAN. TOt GONTROL. THE! FEDAYEEN' IN! THAT AREA
THIS WOULD REMOVE A PRIMARY EXCUSE, THE, [SRAELIS YSE TQ JUSTIFY
THEIR REPRISALBs | WENT ON TO SAY THAT WITH CONTINUER 1RRESPONSIBLE
FEDAYEEN ACTS INIMIND' WE WERE ExMECIALLY CDNsERNEDlBN’PRIMIN?RIFAI'S
SUBGEST]ON THAT THE''JORDAN ARAB ARMY MIGHT FIND' IT NECESSARY TO
SHELL THE: ISRAELL SETTLEMENTS [N BEISAN IF JORDAN CIVILIAN

AREAS WERE SHELLED AS'IN THE REEENT SHELLTNGB OF SALMT, WE

DEPLORED §UCK INOISERIMINATE ATTACKS. NEVERTHGLESSs WHATEVER

THE: PROVOCATIONs WE: BELTEVE DELIBERATE, JORDAN: ARMY SNELLING

OF THE BEISAN SETTLEMENTS WQULD LEAD TO A SERIOUS ESCALATION

THAT WOULD RISK GETTING QUT OF WAND. IN CONSIDERING THE
JORDAN<ISRAEL SITUATION WE ALWAY3 SEEMED: TO QET BACKI YO THE
FEDAYEEN SHELLINGS OF BEISAN+ THUS, WE: BELIEVED THAT CONTROLI
IN THAT SRCTOR CCULD LEAD TO A GENERAL: IMPROVEMENT

OF THE .JORDANeISRAEL SITUATLIONe RONTRO{ OF

FEDAYEEN ACTTVITY WOULD ALS@ ENABLE US TO TAKE A STRDNGER
AND HOPEFULLY MOREI EFFECTIVE LINE AGAINST ISRAELI RALDS' ON
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4+ HUSSEIN DID. NOT DEMUR WHEN I SUGGESTED THAT THEI FEDAYEEN
ACTIVITIES IN YHE BE!ISAN AREA WERE THE ROOT CAUSE OFi TROUBLES:
IN FACT, AT ONE POINT HE SALD HE' WOULD BE SPEAKING: TO ABU: AMMAR
[YASIR ARKFAT| TOMORROW AND AMONG CTHER THINGS

WOULD  ATTEMPT TQI BRING ABOUT BETTER CONTROL OF FEDAYEEN
ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTHERN QORDAN VALLEY+ LATER' INi THE
CONVERSATON, HOWEVER, THE KING SAID: HE IS “VERY NERVOUB" ABOUT
THE SITUATION IN THE VALLEY THE INDISERIMINATE {SRAELI
SHELLINGS OF CIVILTAN ARE4S, THE CONTINVAL; AJR INCURSIONS AND
FREQUENT AERIAL BOMBINGS OF JORDANIAN CIVILIAN AREASy AND THE

. ESTABLISHMENT OFI PERMANENT 1SRAEL1 SETYLEMENTS ALONG' THE!
CEASEFIRE: LINE! HEVE CREATED 4 S;TUAT!ON WKICH "LQULDI GET QUT

OF HAND AJ ANY HOMENT.w GIVEN WHRT THE ISRAE#IS ARE DDING)

HE COULD NOT SIT BACK AND DG NOTWINGs HE. WENY ON _TO SaY THAT
ADDTTTONALSETTLEMENTS ARE NQW BEING ESTABLISHED ALONG THE!
JORDAN= JSRAEL CEASEFIRE! LINE)=-y0BVIOUSLY AS PART OFI THE

ALLON 'PLAN+ " HE THEN SAID, SOMEWMAY SOLEMNLY, THAT UNLESS

THE' TSRAEKIS' DISCONTINUE SENTING UP SUEH. SETTLEMENTSy MWE' WILL
HAVE TO DA SOMETHING ABOUT JMEM(™ IN FURTKER EXRLANATION: THE
KING SAID HE WAS SPEAKING ABQUT NEW NAHAL! SETTLEMENTS THAT ARE
BEING ESTABLISHED ALONG' THE RIVER,

by

§+ COMMENTI THE KING WAS IN A GRAVE AND SERIOUS MOODy
PARTICULARLY AFT®R: [ HAD EXRLAINED! HOW WE HAYE BEEN TRYING 7D
COUNSEL' RESTRAINT ON THE VARIOUG PARTIES. 1 CAME, AWAY WITH
RENEWED FEELING THAT THERE LS SOMETHING OF A FATALESTIC: ORIFT
IN KIS ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS AND HEIGHTENED
INCIDENTSy HIS REMARKS ON THE NEW ISRAELI SEFTLEHENTS WERE
MADE WITH UNUSUAL FIRMNESSs IT WAS WHEN ! COMMENTED THAT OUR
8EST HOPE LAY IN KEEPING THE STYUATION GUIET S0 YHE FOUR-
POWERS COWLD COME UP WITH SQMETHING THAT HE SAID HE FELT

WYERY NERYOUS" ABOQUT THE SITUATION.
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